
   

 

Confindustria (confederation of industry) and UBI Banca 

come together for innovation and the digital transformation 

of businesses  

  

Rome, 7th September 2017 – A memorandum of intent was signed today by the 

President of Confindustria, Vincenzo Boccia, and the Chairwoman of UBI Banca’s 
Management Board, Letizia Moratti, to support businesses committed to innovation in 
digital transformation processes and to promote their growth in size and access to 

capital markets. Frederik Geertman, Chief Commercial Officer and Deputy General 
Manager of UBI Banca also attended the presentation of the agreement together with 

Giulio Pedrollo, the Vice President of Confindustria for Industrial Policies, Elio Catania, 
the President of Confindustria Digitale and Matteo Zanetti, the President of the 
Confindustria’s Tecnico Credito e Finanza Group.  

The agreement which lasts until 31st December 2019 involves a series of initiatives 

provided through “Digital Innovation Hubs” (DIHs) formed by Confindustria to furnish 
financial and advisory support for businesses that intend to invest in innovation and 
benefit from opportunities existing in the “Piano Nazionale Industria 4.0” government 

stimulus legislation.  

More specifically, under the memorandum UBI Banca:  

• creates a “Research, development and innovation loan pool” of €1 billion for 

the grant of medium to long-term loans to businesses that invest in innovation and 
digitalisation. Confindustria members will benefit from priority access to it through 

DIHs.  

• uses DIHs to make experts available to businesses on financing for projects for the 

digital transformation of businesses as well as specialist advisory services on access to 
European funds and concessions under the “Piano Nazionale Industria 4.0.” 
legislation, provided by specialist firms in which the UBI Group holds stakes.  

Furthermore, Confindustria and UBI Banca will organise a training programme 

specially for:  

• UBI staff on typical “industria 4.0” projects and DIH activities;  

• for DIH staff and local Confindustria associations on procedures for assessing 
businesses’ investment projects, access to credit and financing for businesses and 

concessions available under the “Piano Nazionale Industria 4.0” legislation.  

The memorandum will initially involve DIHs in Lombardy the Marches, Piedmont, 
Apulia and Umbria.  

UBI Banca, the first bank in Italy to assist companies onto the stock exchange by 
using “Special Purpose Acquisition Companies” (SPACs), will organise a series of 

training events for firms and businessmen designed to educate them on the various 
strategies for access to capital markets and to disseminate a culture of stock market 
listing.  



Finally, as part of Italian Borsa’s ELITE programme, UBI Banca will set up an “ELITE 

Lounge” in collaboration with Confindustria and with “ELITE Desks” set up at local 
Confindustria associations for companies committed to the implementation of 

innovation and digitalisation processes. UBI Banca will also bear the cost of fees for 
participation in ELITE by businesses that are both clients and Confindustria members 
who are jointly selected and who will be assisted in the “Lounge”.  

According to the Confindustria President, Vincenzo Boccia, “This agreement is set 

in the framework of the challenges faced by Italian industry that it intends to meet 
with Confindustria by its side, both in a structured relationship with the Italian 
Banking Association and by means of initiatives with individual banks, as is the case 

with UBI. In all these cases the goal is for banks and companies to evolve together to 
build a strong and competitive national economy. We will work with UBI in particular 

to exploit the opportunities offered by Industria 4.0 through these ‘Digital Hubs’ which 
will become accelerators of growth consistent with industry policy decisions”.  

“The main economic indicators, employment, growth in GDP and business and 
consumer confidence indices, show that the country’s progress towards exit from the 

crisis is becoming stronger”, said Letizia Moratti, Chairwoman of the UBI Banca 
Management Board. “In the current situation, the agreement between UBI Banca 
and Confindustria is a sign of an Italy which is uniting to pursue the common goal of 

renewal and greater competition in the real economy”.  

“It is with great conviction that we are happy to work with Confindustria’s Digital 
Innovation Hubs” said Frederik Geertman, Chief Commercial Officer and Deputy 
General Manager at UBI Banca, “because we feel that an integrated approach is 

what is needed to assist businesses in the fourth industrial revolution. Not only is UBI 
Banca making a special loan pool totalling €1 billion available, but also and above all it 

is providing a network of specialists linked to these hubs, who are experts on “Piano 

Nazionale Industria 4.0” instruments and financing for transformation projects, which 
include the use of subsidised funds and access to capital markets”.  

“This agreement today represents an important support for our DIHs whose objective 

is to assist companies in their digital transformation processes” said Giulio Pedrollo, 
Vice President of Confindustria for Industrial Policies. “In addition to the 
introduction of medium to long-term financing, one important aspect of this 

agreement is the start-up of DIH training programmes on how to assess investments 
and above all for UBI staff on Industria 4.0 projects. This will facilitate dialogue in 

relations between the bank and businesses enormously”.  

“This partnership agreement between UBI and Confindustria”, said Elio Catania, 

President of Confindustria Digitale, “is a very significant step for making 
companies more competitive. Thanks to constant and incisive work carried out jointly 

between Confindustria and Government, which led a year ago to the launch of Piano 

Industria 4.0, the Italian manufacturing sector has now finally committed to digital 

transformation processes. Thanks to professionals at UBI and in Confindustria’s 
network of Digital Innovation Hubs operating at local level, businesses will receive 
concrete support in terms of expertise and financing for their innovation projects. With 

Piano Industria 4.0 we are redesigning the Italian economy. It is of fundamental and 
key importance to boosting the country’s growth with two percentage points of GDP 

and 800 thousand jobs to play for”.  

 


